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to benefit even further from competi-
tion in the multichannel video pro-
gramming distribution marketplace if
cable providers are afforded some of
the same opportunities we have made
available to satellite. We have to be
careful not to tip the balance in favor
of one industry over another. This is
why the bill includes a provision re-
quiring the FCC to study and report
back to Congress in nine months on the
impact of retransmission consent and
certain blackout rules on competition
in the multichannel video program-
ming distribution market and, in par-
ticular, on the ability of rural cable
television systems to provide their cus-
tomers with digital broadcast tele-
vision programming.

Millions of people in rural areas sub-
scribe to cable television service, often
from small cable operators. Once
again, it is not our intent to create a
competitive advantage for one tech-
nology over another consumers should
not be forced to choose between DBS
and cable in order to receive digital
broadcast television signals. | look for-
ward to receiving the commission’s re-
port and | am confident the committee
will give serious consideration to any
recommendations for additional legis-
lative action contained therein.

This Congress sent a powerful mes-
sage today that we understand the im-
portance of the digital transition, and
the powerful benefits for public safety,
television viewers, innovation, public
safety and our economy. | fully expect
the momentum of this victory will
carry forward into the next Congress
where we can build on these great ac-
complishments for consumers.

—————

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO H.R.
4818

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H. Con.
Res. 528, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 528)
directing the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to make technical corrections
in the enrollment of the bill H.R. 4818.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
concurrent resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 4076

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | send an
amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. FRIST],
for Mr. STEVENS, proposes an amendment
numbered 4076.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end of the resolution, insert the fol-
lowing:

Strike Section 222 of Title Il of Division H.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the amendment at
the desk is agreed to, and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, is agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider is laid
upon the table.

The amendment (No. 4076) was agreed
to.

The
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The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 528), as amended, was agreed to.

CONGRATULATING SENATOR
STEVENS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | con-
gratulate the Senate Appropriations
chairman, our President pro tempore,
TED STEVENS. Since 1971, for 34 years,
Senator STEVENS has served on the Ap-
propriations Committee, and for the
last 8 years, or almost 8 years, he
served as chairman of that committee,
with a 1-year interruption in 2002 to be
its ranking member.

Beginning with the new Congress in
January, the chairmanship of the com-
mittee will pass to another Senator. So
today the chairman has brought to the
floor the last appropriations bill under
his chairmanship, the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2005.

It is only appropriate that this final
bill was put together—and we all saw it
play out over the last several hours,
days, and weeks—with the same hard
work, the same focus, the same tenac-
ity, and the same perseverance which
has characterized his leadership of this
committee over the last many years.

I do, on behalf of the Senate Repub-
lican caucus—indeed, the entire Sen-
ate—say, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for
all you have done.

It would be a mistake, also, if as
leader | did not recognize the ex-
tremely hard work of the chairman’s
staff under the superb leadership and
guidance of the staff director, Jim
Morhard. At the end of this Congress,
Mr. Morhard will be leaving public
service after over 26 years, most of it
spent right here in the Senate.

Jim, we thank you for your dedica-
tion and your service to Government,
to this institution, and to the Appro-
priations Committee.

There have been a lot of long days
and long nights over the last several
weeks for staff, and some staff, particu-
larly those on the Energy and Water
Appropriations Subcommittee, have
literally gone for over 48 hours straight
without sleep to bring us to this point
today and tonight where we have
passed this legislation. | know | speak
for all Senators on both sides of the
aisle when 1 say thank you for your
work done under some very challenging
and very difficult circumstances.

This has also been a challenging year
for the budget and appropriations proc-
ess. We were able, though, in spite of
all those challenges, to establish an en-
forceable $821.9 billion spending limit
for this year. The bill today, along
with the other four appropriations bills
enacted to date, have lived by that
strict spending limit we established.

Total appropriations, excluding de-
fense and natural disaster emergency
spending, will increase 3.9 percent over
last year with the enactment of the bill
that we passed tonight.

More important, appropriations for
nondefense, nonhomeland security
spending will increase by less than 1.7
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percent, and that is the smallest
growth in nondefense spending in this
area of the Federal budget in nearly a
decade.

So, yes, this has been a very tough
bill setting priorities and making dif-
ficult tradeoffs to stay within the
spending limit, while at the same time
addressing the priority items, all of
which is not easy, to say the least, but
within the strict confines of this bill, it
does provide $19.5 billion for veterans
medical care, $16.2 billion for NASA,
$28.6 billion for the National Institutes
of Health, and $57 billion for the De-
partment of Education, among other
important, significant domestic pro-
grams.

The bill also provides nearly $3 bil-
lion in necessary funding to address
the pandemic of HIV/AIDS, and that is
$700 million more than last year. It
also provides $400 million, actually
over $400 million in humanitarian and
refugee assistance for Sudan and $1.5
billion for the Millennium Challenge
Account.

Despite the tightness of this budget,
Chairman STEVENS and Senator BYRD
have brought a great bill before us
today, and a great bill has been passed
tonight. Yes, we know it does not
please everyone; there is no way it pos-
sibly could. But it is the final product
of this Congress that has been agreed
to and a product of which we can be
quite proud.

| do appreciate the Senators’ support
for this bill, and it does bring to com-
pletion the fiscal year 2005 appropria-
tions process. Thank you, Chairman
STEVENS.

| suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, | was
reluctant to cast my vote against this
bill which has a lot of good things in it,
and it is not as bad as some bills that
have come through, but | want to share
some of my concerns and thoughts to-
night.

We have had charges for sometime
that we have used accounting gim-
micks to get around the budget caps or
limits in the bill. This bill’s gimmicks
are not as bad as we have had in some
years, but there are some here, and |
think we ought to talk about them.

Our budget for the year was $821.919
billion for the discretionary account.
In order to comply with the budget res-
olution, this omnibus bill relies on
roughly $1.6 billion in practices that
many of us have described as gim-
micks. And there is an additional $400
million in spending that was des-
ignated as an emergency which is not
subject to the budget limitations. So it
is basically $2 billion over what the
budget limit should be, unpaid for and
funded by freezing the debt in reality.
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